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Seated (l-r)   Haverhill Mayor James Fiorentini; Law-
rence Mayor Michael Sullivan; Andover Town Manager, 
Buzz Stapczynski; North Andover Town Manager, Mark 
Rees and Lowell Mayor  Bud Caulfi eld. Standing (l-r) 
Methuen Mayor William Manzi III; Eagle Tribune Pub-
lisher,  Al Getler;  MVCC Chairman 
Richard Dewhirst; MV Chamber President, Joe Bevilacqua; and Amesbury Mayor, Thatcher Kezer.  Also 
participating, not pictured, Tewksbury Town Manager David Cressman.

MVCC 2008 FALL BACK TO BUSINESS EXPO & JOB FAIR
The Biggest -The Best - The most exciting business event of the year - The Merrimack Valley Chamber of 
Commerce presented its annual “Fall Back to Business Expo and Job Fair 2008” at the elegant Andover 
Country Club.  What a great opportunity this was to visit with over 100 local and regional businesses from 
throughout the Merrimack Valley. 
Visitors to our 2008 Fall Expo also had the chance to 
preview a new and exotic Auto Show and our exhibi-
tors had the opportunity to enjoy a fantastic Expo 
Lucheon Program and Close of Show Mixer.

The aisles were 
busy with the 
steady fl ow of 
visitors who 
came to see 
the nearly 100 
Expo exhibit 
booths at the 
MV Chambers’ 
Fall Back to Business Expo and Job Fair at the 
Andover Country Club. 

REGISTER NOW!
MVCC 2009 SPRING INTO BUSINESS 

EXPO & JOB FAIR
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1, 2009

11:00 AM - 5:00 PM
MICHAELS FUNCTION HALLS

HAVERHILL
EXPO LUNCHEON WITH 

SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKER
12:00 NOON - 1:15 PM

AFTER EXPO BUSINESS
NETWORKING MIXER

5:00 - 7:00 PM

MVCC EXPO LUNCHEON 
Mass. Lt 
Governor 
Tim  Mur-
ray was the 
Featured 
Speaker at 
the MVCC 
Expo Lun-
cheon. (l-r) 
Lt. Governor 

Tim Murray, Commonwealth of Massachusetts; 
MV Chamber Chairman, Richard Dewhirst, and 
MVCC President/CEO, Joe Bevilacqua. 

The MV Chamber hosted the fi rst 2009 group meeting of the Merrimack Valley Mayors and Town Manag-
ers with Guest Moderator Eagle Tribune Publisher 
Al Getler, at the Andover Country Club.  Nearly 300 
members attended this Annual Forum.

MVCC MAYORS AND TOWN MANAGERS BREAKFAST
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MVCC Programs At Work

MV Chamber President Bevilacqua and Chairman 
Dewhirst bid 
a warm thank  
you to Key-
note Speakers 
Mass. Offi ce 
of Energy & 
Environmen-
tal Affairs  
Secretary, 
Ian Bowles 

and Mass. House of Representatives Chair of Telecom-
munications, Utilities and Energy Committee, Brian 
Dempsey at the MVCC’s “Merrimack Valley Energy 
Summit”.  The regional Energy Summit also featured 
a panel of local experts from Covanta, MVRTA, Na-
tional Grid, Nexamp, GLCAC for Mass. DHCD, Phil-
ips Lighting, and  Solectria Renewables.

MVCC ENERGY SUMMIT

MVCC WOMEN IN BUSINESS

 MV Chamber CEO Joe Bevilacqua expresses grati-
tude to Mass. Secretary of Administration & Finance,  
Leslie A. Kirwan as Featured Speaker at the MVCC’s 
fi rst in a series of Women in Business Programs, along 
with MVCC Board Directors, Enterprise Bank Vice 
President, Nancy Hargreave-Pierce; Encore Staffi ng 
President, Julie Gadziala and Jill Fitzpatrick, Key Ac-
counts Manager, National Grid.  This pilot program 
was held at the Andover Wyndham and sponsored by 
Enterprise Bank. 

The MV Chamber hosted a meeting of the Mass. Work-
force 
Invest-
ment 
Board 
at 
Sal’s 
Con-
fer-

ence Center in Lawrence with representatives of 
business, industry and education from across the com-
monwealth. (l-r) MVCC Pres. Joe Bevilacqua, Mass. 
Governor Deval Patrick, and Mass. Secretary of Labor 
and Workforce Development, Suzanne Bump. MVCC 
President Joe Bevilacqua is co-chair of the MWIB 
along with Governor Patrick.

MASS. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL

The Mer-
rimack 
Valley 
Chamber 
recently 
hosted 
economic 

development leaders from across the sate at a meeting 
of the Massachusetts Economic Development Council 
held at Sal’s Conference Center, Lawrence.

MVCC EDUCATION BREAKFAST

(l-r) Dr. Ron Champagne, President Merrimack Col-
lege; Joe Bevilacqua, MVCC President; Dr. Mitchell 
Dan Chester, Commissioner Mass. Department of 
Elementary & Secondary Education; and MVCC 
Board Directors Stan Usovicz of Verizon, our program 
sponsor; and Jim Carnevale of Raytheon, Chairman, 
MVCC Education Committee. 

MASS. WORKFORCE INVESTMENT BOARD

The Merrimack Valley Chamber recently sponsored a 
program with a focus on helping members get through 
these challenging economic times. The program featured 
speakers from Business, Industry, and Government, with 
US Small Business Administration Mass. District Director 
Robert Nelson as keynote speaker. As can be seen in this 
photo, the program was very well attended.

THE CHALLENGING ECONOMY
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BUILDING THE RIGHT RELATIONSHIPS TO 
MAXIMIZE SUCCESS OF YOUR 

NOT-FOR-PROFIT ORGANIZATION
MV Cham-
ber President 
Joe Bevilac-
qua,  Dr. Don 
Ruhl, and 
Dr. Howard 
Brown, Au-
thors, “Break-
through Man-
agement for 

Not-for-Profi t Organizations” at the MVCC program 
presented to assist our non-profi t members.

HEALTHCARE  REFORM AND 
THE IMPACT ON YOUR BUSINESS

Mass. Sena-
tor Steven 
Baddour 
addresses 
attendees 
to a forum 
held at the 
Lanam Club 
in Andover 
titled “Healthcare Reform and its Impact on Your 
Business”.  Seated to the Senator’s left is MV Chamber 
President Joe Bevilacqua.  The informative and timely 
presentation was brought forward by the MV Chamber 
in partnership with Caritas Holy Family Hospital and 
Lawrence General Hospital.

MVCC ANNUAL MVHRA SOCIAL

Members enjoyed the MVCC’s Annual Merrimack 
Valley Human Resource Association Social featuring 
“Are You Smarter than the Investigator” with Attorneys 
James P. Reidy and  Mark Ventola of Sheehan, Phin-
ney, Bass & Green P.A..  The event was hosted by Atria 
Marland Place, Andover.

“AVOIDING TREBLE DAMAGES FOR 
VIOLATING THE WAGE AND HOUR LAWS 

OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASS.”

Atty. Joe Edwards, Jr. of Prince, Lobel, Glovsky & Tye 
Employment Law provided a full review and discussed 
how employers can avoid the pitfalls that result in civil 
and criminal sanctions, including treble damages for 
violating Mass. wage and hour laws.

LEGISLATIVE ALERT: ADAAA BECOMES LAW

Atty. Debra Dyleski-Najjar provided MV Chamber 
members with important information about the new 
ADAAA Law (A major amendment to the original  
Americans with Disabilies Act of 1990).

HR LEADERS  AT THE CROSSROADS

“HR Leaders at the Crossroads” featured guest 
speaker Joe Maressa Vice Pres. of Fitzgerald, Stevens 
and Ford. Joe provided MVCC members with insight 
on the behaviors and character traits essential for 
today’s HR leaders. The workshop was co-sponsored 
by Atty. Adam Simms of Pierce, Davis, Perritano LLP, 
who presented members with a labor law update from 
recent Supreme Court rulings on religious descrimina-
tion in the workplace.
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MVCC BUSINESS BEFORE HOURS AT 
JEANNE  D’ARC CREDIT UNION

The MVCC 
Business 
Before 
Hours held 
at Jeanne 
D’Arc 
Credit 
Union, 

Merrimack Street, Methuen, MA.
MVCC BUSINESS BEFORE HOURS AT

ALL THINGS SICILIAN

The MVCC Business Before Hours held at all things 
Sicilian, Merrimack Street, Lawrence, MA.

THE TASTE  OF  THE  ANDOVERS

MVCC WINE & MARTINI TASTING

Applauding the suc-
cess of the 2008 Taste 
of the Andovers (l-r) 
MVCC President Joe 
Bevilacqua, Andover 
Chamber Vice Chair-
man Maureen Pol-
lard of Northmark 
Bank, and Andover Chamber Chairman Nancy Harg-
reaves-Pierce of Enterprise Bank. The Andover Chamber 
is a division of the Merrimack Valley Chamber.

MVCC members enjoyed the MV Chamber’s “Wine and 
Martini Tasting” complete with heavy hors d’oeuvres, carv-
ing station and music by The Lowell Gentlemen Songsters 
and Mark Sullivan.

“Best Insurance Agency” 1998-2009
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MVCC Programs At Work
MVCC SPEED NETWORKING

COMFORT SUITES STYLE

The 
Merri-
mack 
Valley 
Cham-
ber of  

Commerce’s Speed Networking “Comfort Suites Style” 
hosted by the Comfort Suites, Haverhill was jam 
packed with MVCC members eager to promote their 
businesses.

MVCC SPEED NETWORKING
EDWARD JONES INVESTMENT STYLE

The Merrimack 
Valley Chamber 
of Commerce’s 
Speed Network-
ing “Edward 
Jones Invest-
ment Style” held 
at Edward Jones 
Investment Services and co-sponsored by Mi Mexico 
Lindo, Methuen, was a huge success.

Where Every Client Is A Valued Client

info@aafcpa.com �Š���������������������������� �Šwww.aafcpa.com

Proactive services to successful 
businesses, professionals, non-profits, 
individuals & families for over 30 years.

�ŠAccounting & Auditing
�ŠTax Planning & Compliance
�ŠFinancial Services
�ŠBusiness Consulting 
�ŠPerformance Enhancement

�ŠLitigation Support
�ŠBusiness Valuations
�ŠEstate & Gift Planning
�ŠSuccession Planning
�ŠEmployee Benefits 



7

MVCC:  Your Business Networking Connection and More

“A 
Bewitch-
ing” 
Business 
Net-
working 
Mixer 
was 
hosted 

by Washington Mills Apartments, Bldg. #1, Lawrence.

“Fall into Autumn” Business Networking Mixer was hosted by 
NMTW Comunity Credit Union, Lowell. 

“Welcome 
New Mem-
bers” Busi-
ness Network-
ing Mixer 
was hosted by 
DiBurro’s of 
Ward Hill and 
co-sponsored 
by Coco + Co.

“After Expo” Business Networking Mixer was hosted by The  
Andover Country Club and co-sponsored by American Training.

“A Thanksgiving” Business Networking Mixer was hosted by The 
Chateau Restaurant, Andover.

 

“Networking at the Holiday Inn” Business Networking Mixer 
was hosted by Holiday Inn, Tewksbury.

“Busi-
ness Net-
working 
Mexican 
Style” 
was 
hosted  
by Mi 
Mexico 
Lindo 
and co- sponsored by Edward Jones Investents - Methuen. 

 

A “Holiday Spirit” 
Business Network-
ing Mixer hosted 
by the Methuen 
Memorial Music 
Hall, and co-spon-
sored by Enter-
prise Bank, The 
Party Connection 
and Uno Chicago 
Grill, Methuen.

“A Happy Holiday” Business Networking Mixer was hosted by the 
Andover Country Club and Co-sponsored byThe Savings Bank.

“A  New Year 
Celebration” 
Business Net-
working Mixer 
was hosted by 
The Tap Res-
taurant & Brew 
Pub, Haverhill 
and co-spon-
sored by Bank of 
New England. 
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MVCC: Your One Stop “Valley” Network Connection

SWEENEY’S SANDWICHES, SALADS & SPIRITS
Richard 
De-
whirst, 
MVCC 
Chair-
man; 
Julie 
Gad-
ziala, 

Encore Stafffi ng President; Joe Bevilacqua, Presi-
dent/CEO Merrimack Valley Chamber of Commerce; 
Lawrence’s Mayor Michael Sullivan; Joe and Joan 
Ponti, Owners and Ken Dascoli celebrate the Grand 
Opening/Ribbon Cutting  of Sweeney’s Sandwiches, 
Salads & Spirits, 90 Essex Street, Lawrence.

The City of Law-
rence together with 
Washington Mills 
Building No.1 
and Architectural 
Heritage Founda-
tion were recently 
honored with the 
prestigious 2008 
National Preserva-
tion Award by the National Trust for Historic Preser-
vation. Here, NTHP President Richard Moe presents 
Mayor Sullivan with the city’s award. The award 
ceremony was held at the wonderfully restored Wash-
ington Mills Bldg. No. 1 in Lawrence’s Historic Mill 
District. 

2008 NATIONAL PRESERVATION AWARD
(l-r) MV 
Chamber 
Presi-
dent Joe 
Bevilacqua 
joined 
Joseph 
Beninato 
DMD and 
Howard 
Smith DDS 

along with Lawrence Mayor Michael Sullivan and 
Riverwalk Properties CEO Sal Lupoli at the Grand 
Opening/Ribbon Cutting of  Howard W. Smith DDS  
& Joseph P. Beninato DMD at Sal’s Riverwalk Prop-
erties in Lawrence.

 SMITH  &  BENINATO GRAND OPENING

SOMEWHERE IN TIME GRAND OPENING
(l-r) City of 
Lawrence 
Budget & 
Finance 
Direc-
tor Mark 
Andrews, 
Lawrence 
Mayor 
Michael 
Sullivan, Owners, Kim and Shaun Cronin, and Mer-
rimack Valley Chamber President, Joe Bevilacqua 
celebrate the Grand Opening of Somewhere in Time 
Boutique at 264 Essex Street, Lawrence.
GOURMET GRILL EXPRESS GRAND OPENING

(l-r) Mer-
rimack 
Valley 
Chamber 
CEO Joe 
Bevilac-
qua joins 
with North 
Andover 
Town Man-
ager Mark 

Rees; Board of Selectmen Chairman Rosemary Sm-
edile and proud owners Barbara and Peter Fay at the 
Ribbon Cutting/Grand Opening of Gourmet Grille 
Express on Rte. 125, 1503 Osgood Street in North 
Andover.

METHUEN VILLAGE AT RIVERWALK PARK
Celebrating the 
ground break-
ing ceremony 
for Methuen 
Village at 
Riverwalk Park 
Assisted Living 
and Memory 
Support Neigh-
borhood,  (l-r) Methuen City Councillor Steve Zanni; 
Methuen Village Executive Director, Seth Dudley and 
VP of Operations, Todd Clelland; Methuen Mayor Wil-
liam Manzi III; MVCC President Joe Bevilacqua and 
MVCC Chairman Rick Dewhirst. 
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MVCC: Your One Stop “Valley” Network Connection

 

Merrimack Valley 
Chamber Pres. Joe 
Bevilacqua joined 
Haverhill Mayor James 
Fiorentini and Little 
Sprouts CEO Susan 
Leger-Feraro for the 
Grand Opening Cel-
ebration of the newest 
Little Sprouts Child En-

richment Center just off Rte.110, River Street, Haverhill.

ABC CLEANERS GRAND OPENING

HAVERHILL  LITTLE SPROUTS GRAND OPENING

The 
Project 
Life-
saver 
Inaugu-
ration 
event 
spon-

sored by Town of North Andover at Town Hall served 
as a perfect opportunity to congratulate Jim Lyons 
(ctr.-r) a key Program advocate and partner through 
his work with Northeast Independent Living Program. 

THE PROJECT LIFESAVER INAUGURATION

NEAR’S ANNUAL TRADE  SHOW

Merrimack Valley Chamber 
Vice President  Wil Carpenter 
participated in NEAR’s An-
nual Trade Show for Affi liates.  
Welcoming Wil to the Show is 
Northeast Association of Real-
tors Executive Director, Anne 
Rendle.

Celebrating the 
Grand Opening/
Ribbon Cutting 
of ABC Cleaning 
Services in Shaw-
sheen Square,  
Andover (l-r) Mary 
Ann Murray; MV 
Chamber Pres. Joe 
Bevilacqua; ABC 
Cleaning Svcs. owner Ann Marie Murray-Milot; 
Colette Borys and Ketler Bosse.
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Welcome New Members To The Merrimack Valley Chamber
ABC Home Inspection, Inc., Haverhill
ACN, Windham, NH 
ADP- Scott Malchanoff, Hampton, NH 
Advertising Concepts, Inc., North Andover
Advertising Management Svcs., Inc., Andover
All Care Laser Center, Salem, NH 
Allan Painting, North Andover
An Affair to Remember, Lawrence
Andover Academic Tutors, Andover
Andover Construction Co., Inc., Andover
Andover Electrology & Laser Center, Andover
The Andover Inn, Andover
Andrea’s Skin Care, Andover
Angus Art, Nashua, NH
Barking Dog Communications, Inc., Andover
Bay Colony Development Corp., Waltham 
Baystate Financial Services/Boston, Boston
BCMedia Productions, Haverhill 
Boston Cleaning Company, Inc., Woburn
Bredy Network Management Corp., Andover
Broadhurst, Tabit, LLP, Andover 
Kenneth T. Brooks, Tewksbury
Butlers & Bars, Methuen
Christine Cavallaro Designs, Andover
The Center for Wealth Creation and Preservation, Inc., 
Hampton Beach, NH
Jeanne M. Colachico, Esq. & Associates, No. Andover 
Colonial Village, Salem, NH 
ComTel Group, Inc., Londonderry, NH 
Construction by Silva, Inc., Lawrence
Conway OfÞ ce Products, Nashua, NH 
Cranney Home Services, Danvers
Cronin’s Ice Cream, Andover
Curves For Women, Bradford
Datatellect Inc., North Andover
DeBruyckere Roth & Associates, PLLC No.Andover
Diggins & Rose Moving Systems, Hudson, NH 
Ead Financial Services, Methuen
Edible Arrangements-Tewksbury, Tewksbury 
EfÞ ciency StafÞ ng, Lawrence
EGB Live, Andover
Emerald City Web Design, Inc., Methuen
The Entrepreneur’s Source, TopsÞ eld
Fairway Chiropractic Clinic, Tewksbury
Fleur-De-Lis Flowers, Methuen
Full Spectrum Wellness, LLC, Manchester, NH 
Gediman Training Solutions, Andover
Genco & Sons Inc. North Andover

Genesis Healthcare/Sutton Hill Center, No. Andover
Glacial Energy, Methuen
Graebel New England Mover, Methuen
Green Design Inc, Andover
Groomtown Pet Boutique & Spa, No Andover
Hall Mailing, Haverhill
Haborside Catering, Newburyport
Have A Heart Animal Hospital, Haverhill
Healthy Systems Consulting, Methuen
Home Instead Senior Care, North Andover
Howe St. Superette, Methuen
Ian’s Natural Foods, Lawrence
Imperial Image, Chelmsford
Infectious Diseases Associates, P. C., Methuen
Inner City Entrepreneurs, Cambridge
Inner City Entrepreneurs, Cambridge
J Maze Design, LLC, Concord, NH 
Kachel Motor Company, Inc., Lawrence
Kadima Community Day School, Andover
Kifor Development, LLC, Haverhill
Kiklis Real Estate LLC, Methuen
Leader Bank, Burlington
Legends Gymnastics, North Andover
Lowell Spinners, Lowell
Lyric Consulting, Brookline
Maternal Health & Fitness, Andover
McGonagle Contingency StafÞ ng, Inc., Haverhill
Medicaid Consulting Group, LLC, Lowell
Melaleuca, Inc., North Andover
Methuen Village @ Riverwalk Park, Methuen
Michaels Haborside, Newburyport
Middlesex Community College, Lowell
Tyler Munroe Landscape Contractor, Inc.No..Andover 
NBS Tech Group, Westford
NESC Federal Credit Union, Methuen
Newburyport Development, Newburyport
New England Seafoods Restaurant & Lounge, Methuen-
North Andover Insurance Agency, Inc., No Andover 
Optimax Energy, Andover
The Paige Conservatory of Performing Arts No. Andover
Peacefull Valley Gardens, Haverhill
Perfection Auto Body, Methuen
Platinum Principle, LLC, Manchester, NH 
Prism Energy Services, Quincy
Pro AV Systems, Inc., Westford
Prospect Mortgage, Andover
R & L Associates, Inc., Beverly
ReachLocal, Inc., Methuen 
Rogers Associates, Haverhill
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Resources Administration, Inc., Lawrence
Rosen Law OfÞ ce, P. C., Andover
Ross Mortgage Company, Salem, NH 
Royal Web Design, Chelmsford 
RTC Entertainment, Methuen 
Salvation Army-Lawrence, Lawrence
Security Management Partners, Waltham
Serenity Salon, Methuen
Smart Metals, LLC, Lawrence 
Howard W. Smith, D.D.S. & Joseph Beninato, D.M.D., 
Lawrence
Somewhere in Time, Lawrence
Speaking Roses by Flower Fotos Ink, LLC, Haverhill
Sweeney’s Sandwiches, Salads & Spirits, Lawrence 
Szekely Consulting, Chelmsford 
The Talking Phone Book, Portsmouth, NH 
Ten Center Restaurant & Pub, Newburyport
Terra Luna Cafe, Lawrence 
TXC, Inc., Salem, NH 
Whitsons School Nutrition, Haverhill
Zimmerman & Company, L.L.C., North Andover

Welcome New Members To The Merrimack Valley Chamber

THANK YOU FOR JOINING AND FOR RENEWING!

As we embark upon a new year that will present us all with both hopes and 
challenges, members of the Merrimack Valley Chamber of Commerce can 
be assured of their Chamber continuing to bring forth programs of importance, 
value & relevance for their businesses. Our members can trust the MVCC 
to conduct their Chamber’s program of work with the best interest of its 
members as the catalyst. As we enter this new year with a strong sense of 
partnership & joining together for the mutual success and prosperity of 
Your business and all the members of the Merrimack Valley Chamber of 
Commerce it is important to renew Your membership for 2009 in the... 

Merrimack Valley Chamber of Commerce

MERRIMACK VALLEY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Joining Together in 2009
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REGISTER TODAY!
Spring into Business Expo & Job Fair

April 1, 2009
Michaels Function Halls

Haverhill

 Mark Your Calendar !

Sign up today! 


